
 

 

St Mary’s Osterley Playgroup 
AGM 9th October 2008 
09:30 Richardson Room 

Chair’s Report 
 

2007/08 has been a successful year for St. Mary’s Playgroup. On behalf of 
the committee and parents I’d like to thank all the staff for their efforts 
that have contributed to this success. 
 
Committee is pleased to announce this year playgroup has been in profit for 
the first time. This is a credit to Liz and staff for their outstanding 
commitment and dedication to the running of the playgroup. Thanks also to 
fellow committee members for their input and contributions to date. 

 
Following from the Ofsted inspection made in 2006, playgroup has been 
proactive this year by ensuring all committee members had completed DC2 
forms for CRB Checks as required by Criminal Bureau Agency.  My thanks go 
to all committee members for acting swiftly to receive their CRB 
certificates from Ofsted. 
 
Staff 
Under the direction of Liz, Playgroup has continued to develop and improve 
providing a happy, secure and stimulating environment. Liz has also put into 
place quarterly staff performance reviews as standard practice. 
 
Thanks also to Katie for liaising with Jan Milstead of the Pre-School 
Learning Alliance putting in place policies and procedures as required by 
government legislation.   
 
It is with regret Katie’s employment with St. Mary’s came to an end last 
summer. She decided to leave after four years at playgroup and relocate 
with her partner. I wish to express my gratitude and special thanks for her 
hard work, dedication and tremendous commitment to the staff and children 
alike. She was much loved by all the children as a fun and inspiring person.  
 
Joanne Walsh has successfully completed her NVQ level 2 and 3 at St. 
Mary’s and is employed by the playgroup. I would like to congratulate her on 



 

 

her success and welcome Joanne as new member of the team effective from 
September 2008. 
 
Training 
All staff members have been on various training programmes as advised by 
the PLA. Staff has also had training on PALS package to be used with the 
children at playgroup this year. 
 
Under 3’s  
2007 was another quite year for the under 3’s club held on Friday afternoon. 
There are more groups opening in the area providing for young babies and 
toddlers, giving families more choice. Liz has given Ingrid the name of Early 
years officer responsible for toddler groups, for support and guidance on 
improving the attendance at under3’s. 
 
Parents 
The Committee would like to thank all parents who supported the Playgroup 
most enthusiastically through taking their turn on the Parent Rota, and for 
supporting the various fundraising events throughout the year.  
 
Activities and Events 
Carol Singing at Osterley Tesco - raised more than £100 
Christmas party went well with children receiving presents from Santa. My 
thanks to Rev. Rosemary Hoad and Woody’s grandfather for his role as 
Santa. 
Sponsored Bunny Hops at Easter raised £500-600. Playgroup purchased a 
new kitchen area for the children to enjoy.  
Easter visit to the Church with Reverend Rosemary Hoad. The children had 
a look around the beautiful church, enjoyed the talk by Reverend and 
browsed through the Easter display created by Rainbows and brownies.  
Police officers from the Osterley and Spring Grove Safer 
Neighbourhoods Team visited playgroup.  The children were very excited, 
enjoyed their talk with the police officers and had the opportunity to sit 
inside the Police Car, try on equipment, helmets and other police clothing.   
Animal Ark Syon Park reptile made a successful visit this year, the children 
really enjoyed the experience of holding and seeing all the reptile/creepy 
crawlies. 
 



 

 

 
Individual & Group Photographs 
This year’s committee decided to request Tempest Photography to take 
individual portraits and year group photo. This proved to be a great success 
making a considerable commission for the playgroup to purchase books, toys 
and equipment. Penny from Tempest passed comment saying this playgroup 
was one of the best she has dealt with, with such patient, co-operative and 
well behaved children. 
 
End of year play – my thanks to Tej and staff for all their hard work.  Rev. 
Rosie Hoad very kindly presented  end of year scrap books to the children.  
 
Thoughts going forward: 
It has been a struggle to get commitment from Tesco Osterley extra for 
booking a slot for this year’s 2008 Christmas carol singing. This has been an 
ongoing issue for the past few years, despite writing numerous letters to 
head office and Tesco Osterley. Committee sees this is a fabulous 
opportunity to raise money for playgroup through donations. It might be a 
good idea to contact local businesses such as Sky, GSK, Cable & wireless to 
see if they have a budget to donate and support the playgroup. 
 
Finally, it has been a real privilege and joy to have worked closely with 
committee and staff. I for one have enjoyed the opportunity to actively 
partake in playgroup sessions at St. Mary’s Osterley playgroup and so too has 
my son. In one year he has progressed to be a self confident, inspired and 
expressive young boy. I truly believe with the help, direction, dedication of 
his key worker and other teachers he has made a successful transition and 
important stepping stone to Nursery without any upset or concerns. The 
people at St.Mary’s are a credit to the community and highly recommended. 
 
As Chair I offer my thanks to the outgoing committee and welcome the new 
committee. I wish the new committee luck and much continued success for 
2008/09. 
 
Sonia Chityal 



 

 

Treasurer’s Report 2007/8 
 
Playgroup has made a profit this year of £9,060 and we have ended the year 
with over £26,000 in the bank. We are not increasing our fees as there is 
clearly no need for it. In fact the new committee will have to decide what to 
do with this surplus. 
 
We need over £5,000 to fulfil our Reserves Policy which states “ The 
trustees have reviewed the charity’s needs for reserves in line with the 
guidance issued by the Charity Commission and have set aside of 
designated £2,000 for new equipment and £3,000 to cover cashflow. We 
have also promised Under 3’s £500 for purchases and a budget of £50 per 
year.  The trustees believe that reserves should be at least at this level to 
ensure the charity can run efficiently and meet the needs of the 
beneficiaries.“ This is a mandatory statement revised annually. We did give 
£70 to Under 3’s this year for the first time. 
 
We look forward to seeing some of the money set aside for new 
expenditure actually being spent this year. We have bought a laptop and are 
trying to buy a new play kitchen as well as some other items in the 
immediate future. 
 
We have stopped asking for a refundable deposit and have asked for a 
slightly higher registration fee instead which simplifies procedures. This year 
finished with £250 owing from parents not returning this year.  
 
We raised just over £200 from Tempest Photos and in turn donated £200 to 
St Mary’s Church. 
 
The staff received a 2% pay rise. 
 
The Treasurer unfortunately left playgroup and the area before the AGM so 
there was no handover and this report is produced by the Finance Manager. 
 
 
Kathleen Richardson 
 



ST MARY'S OSTERLEY PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2008

£ £ Last Year £

INCOME

Fees and Registration 36,457.00 28,145
Funding 21,785.44 21,737
Fund-raising (general) 1,115.75 690
Donations & Gifts 677.26 880
Milk Funding 628.98 790
Interest 147.53 868

0
60,811.96 53,110

EXPENDITURE

Wages 36,688.25 37,518
Hall hire 8,175.50 7,065
Materials & Stationery 1,946.88 766
Petty cash payments 1,795.00 1,150
Insurance 700.00 335
Other expenses 695.61 116
National Insurance 653.76 719
Depreciation 524.10 471
Professional Subscriptions 291.50 270
Milk 241.21 298
Accountancy 40.00 40
Parties 0.00 29
Staff Training 0.00 0
Telephone 0.00 0

51,751.81 48,777

EXCESS OF INCOME 9,060.15 4,333
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ST MARY'S OSTERLEY PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP

ASSETS & LIABILITIES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2008

£ £ Last Year £
ASSETS

Cash
In Hand 0.00 0
At Bank - CafCash 4,623.38 1,074
At Bank - Caf Gold 22,171.93 26,795.31 16,145

17,219
Equipment
Value at 31st August 2007 5,240.98 4,708
add Purchases during year 581.68 1,004
less Depreciation 524.10 5,298.57 471

5,240.98
Other Assets
Payments made in Advance 0.00 844

TOTAL ASSETS 32,093.88 23,304

LIABILITIES

Income and Expenditure Account
Balance at 31st August 2007 22,853.72 18,520
add Excess of Income over Expenditure 9,060.15 31,913.88 4,333

22,854
Deposits
Deposits held 31st August 2007 410.00 810
New less returned during year -270.00 140.00 -400 

410
Accruals
Accountancy 40.00 40.00 40

TOTAL LIABILITIES 32,093.88 23,304
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